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sary for their maintenance, to unite., rather than to divide livings ;
whereby the clergy are rather diminished than Increased in their
number. And one single diocese in England^ Lincoln^ contains
a considerably greater number of clergy, than the whole king-
dom of Ireland ; if It be true, that the former amount to 1700,
whereas the latter scarcely exceed 1200.

Add to this, the last ungracious act of the expiring provincial
parliament of Ireland\ previous to Its desirable union with the
Brllishyin 1800, was for abolishing the legal tythe ofagistment
in Ireland^ for dry and fat cattle, still paid in England; in
order to preclude the Church of Ireland (as actually asserted !)
from being raised to an equal footing in point of revenue, with
the Church of England, after the Union ; so necessary, for the
support of" the true religion (to bej established among us."

Since the grant of the elective franchise, by the same parlia-
ment., in 1793, and the repeal of the act for prohibiting inter-
marriages "between Protestants and. Roman Catholics, combined
with the active proselyting spirit of the Romish priests, Popery
is making a rapid progress in most parts of Ireland, and mis-
chievous inroads on the Protestant part of the community;

" Whom the grim wolf with privy paw,
Daily, devours apace."    ...-------   Milton's Lycidas.

And the thinly scattered Churches in the interior, are threat-
ened to be left desolate, in no long time, unless It shall please
GOD to suggest some remedy to the wisdom and piety of our
legislature.

In SCOTLAND, where the episcopal order was pulled down
by that furious reformist, John Kno&9 and his abettors, who
usurped their functions, and confiscated the revenues of the
Church^ while "they of the household divided the unhallowed
spoils;" the established Presbyterian Church, or Kirk, is in a
drooping state, as we may collect from the remonstrances of
some of her most Intelligent ministers.

They complain of the inadequacy of the public stipends paid
them In lieu of their tythes, whereby their rank in society is
lowered, and their utility and influence impaired; and the
youth of better families,, and more liberal education, deterred
from entering into the Church from its poverty, usually apply
themselves to more lucrative branches of trade, commerce', and